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INTRODUCTION 


The  following  practice  guidelines  are  being  introduced  to  assist  staff 
in  modifying  their  professional  practices  to  meet  the  spirit  of  the 
Child  Welfare  Act  in ^relationship  to  Native  clients. 

A strong  aspiration  on  the  part  of  Alberta's  Native  people  and 
communities  to  “take  care  of  their  own  children"  is  being  recognized. 
This  aspiration  is  encouraged  by  the  Government  along  with  the 
recognition  of  the  Native  cultural  heritage.  The  process  to  move  from 
aspiration  to  actualization  has  commenced  and  will  continue.  "Taking 
care  of  our  own"  is  a community  goal.  The  journey  will  need  to  involve 
both  the  Native  people  as  well  as  government  services  as  parties 
committed  to  the  development  of  Native,  specific  family  and  children's 
services. 

The  new  Child  Welfare  Act  allows  for  the  delegation  of  responsibilities 
fo’'  child  protective  services  to  persons  outside  the  department.  This 
will  enable  Native  communities  to  develop  their  own  child  welfare 
services.  This  objective  is  being  pursued  in  dialogue  with  many  Indian 
bands  and  other  Native  communities. 

A special  advisor  on  Native  issues  was  appointed  along  with  regional 
counterparts  to  ensure  Native  Albertans  and  Native  communities  access 
to  the  department's  programs.  These  advisors  are  available  as  resource 
personnel  to  assist  Native  communities  and  groups  in  the  development  of 
servi ces . 

In  December,  1984,  the  Minister  of  Social  Services  and  Community  Health 
appointed  a "Working  Committee  on  Native  Child  Welfare".  This  working 
committee  has  been  assigned  the  task  of  developing  recommendations  for 
the  Minister  concerning  short  and  long  range  strategies  to  address 
Native  child  welfare  issues.  The  committee  is  to  ensure  that  Native 
issues  and  Native  families  are  considered  in  the  implementation  of  the 
Act  and  ensuing  services. 

The  department's  goals  also  include  a commitment  to  ensure  that: 
social  programs  and  services  are  appropriate  to  Native  clientele;  child 
welfare  policies  for, Native  people  are  being  developed,  along  with 
guidelines  and  standards;  cross  cultural  training  is  being  provided; 
preventive  and  interventive  services  are  being  developed;  and  Native 
staff  .are  recruited  and  trained  to  deliver  social  services  in 
locally-based  Native  community  services. 

The  practice  guidelines  are  to  supplement  the  Child  Welfare  Act  and  the 
Handbook  on  the  Child  Welfare  Act.  They  do  not  constitute  policy, 
although  some  content  in  the  guidelines  might  eventually  become  policy. 
The  guidelines  are  to  accentuate  good  social  work  practices  when 
administering  statutory  services  to  Native  clients  and  to  encourage 
particular  sensitivity  to  Native  people's  familial,  social,  spiritual 
and  cultural  heritage. 
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The  guidelines  have  been  developed  in  consultation  with  departmental 
staff,  Native  representatives  and  with  the  Working  Committee  on  Native 
Child  Welfare.  The  committee  has  recommended  that  the  impact  of  the 
guidelines  on  practice  be  evaluated  six  months  after  initial 
implementation  with  a view  to  updating  and  revising  the  content. 
Consultation  with  staff  will  occur  during  this  process. 
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PRACTICE. GUIDELINES 

I.  RECOGNITION  OF  NATIVE  PEOPLES 

The  Child  Welfare  Act  recognizes  the  Native  family's  and  child's  unique 
familial,  cultural,  social  and  spiritual  heritage. 

Section  Z (Matters  to  be  Considered)  and  Section  73  (Indian  Child)  of 

the  Act  highlight  the  importance  for  individuals  who  work  with  Native 

clients  to  gain  an  awareness  of  the  Native  culture. 

Definitions  of  the  terms  Status  Indian,  Non-Status  Indian  and  Metis  are 
defined,  for  the  purpose  of  these  guidelines  only,  as: 

A Status  Indian  is  a person  registered  or  entitled  to  be 

registered  as  an  Indian  according  to  the  Indian  Act.  . 

Approximately  50  percent  of  the  Status  Indians  in  Canada  are 
Treaty  Indians  who  belong  to  a body  or  band  of  Indians  who  were 
signatories  to  a treaty  with  the  Crown. 

Non-Status  Indians  generally  Include  Indian  people,  or  those 
descended  from  them  who,  for  one  reason  or  another,  have  lost 
their  right  to  be  registered  as  Indians  as  defined  by  the 

Indian  Act . 

Met i s may  be  defined  as  two  broad  groups  of  people.  The  term  may 
refer  to  those  of  mixed  European  and  aborig-.nal  ancestry  who 
descended  from  the'  historic  Metis  community  of  western  Canada. 
The  term  may  also  refer  to  anyone  of  mixed  European  and  aboriginal 
ancestry  who  identifies  as  Metis,  as  distinct  from  Indian  or 
Inui t . 

II.  MATTERS  TO  ££  CONSIDERED  (SECTION  2,  CHILD  WELFARE  ACT) 

In  providing  services  under  the  Act  to  children  known  to  be  of  Native 
origin,  the  matters  to  be  considered  are  interpreted  to  apply  as 
follows  to  Native  child  welfare  services: 

£.  The  farr.ily  is  the  ^ basic  unit  of  society  and  its  vell^being  should 
be  supported  and  preserved . 

The  extended  family  unit  based  on  kinship  is  a common  family 
structure  in  the  Native  community,  in  addition  to  nuclear  family 
units.  Native  communities  also  recognize  the  concept  of  non-blood 
kin.  As  well,  they  accept  and  wish  to  exercise  a responsibility 

for  all  their  members. 

This  unique  cultural  value  should  be  recognized;  however, 
variances  occur  within  each  Native  community.  It  is  advisable  to 
become  acquainted  with  individual  communities  and  local  customs. 
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b.  The  interests  of  a child  should  be  recognized  and  protected . 

The  interests  of  a Native  child  should  be  recognized  and  protected 
within  the  context  of  each  individual  child's  unique  personality 
and  culture. 

c.  The  family  has  the  right  to  the  least  invasion  of  its  privacy  and 
interference  with  its  freedom  that  is  compatible  with  its  own 
interest,  the  interest  of  the  individual  family  member  and 
society . 

The  Native  child,  his/her  own  nuclear  or  extended  family,  and 
his/her  cultural  home  community,  as  well  as  the  cultural  communi  ty 
away  from  the  home  community,  have  a right  to  the  least  invasion 
of  privacy  and  interference  with  freedom  that  is  compatible  with 
their  own  interest,  the  interest  of  the  individual  family  members 
and  the  Native  society. 

d.  A child,  if  the  child  is  capable  of  forming  an  opinion,  is 
entitled  to  an  opportunity  to  express  that  opinion  on  matters 
affecting  the  child  and  the  child's  opinion  should  be  considered 
by  those  making  decisions  that  affect  the  child. 

The  Native  child's  opinion  should  be  considered  in  a culturally 
appropriate  manner.  The  Native  child  is  bicultural  and  might  be 
bilingual  requiring  different  communication  patterns.  In 

representing  the  child  or  assisting  others  in  working  with  the 
child,  child  welfare  workers  should  ensure  that  these  individuals 
appreciate  the  unique  cultural  background  of  the  child. 

e.  The  family  is  responsible  for  the  care  and  supervision  of  its 
children  and  every  child  should  have  an  opportunity  to  be  a wanted 
and  valued  member  of  a family,  and  to  that  end: 

i,  if  protective  services  are  necessary  to  assist  the 

family  in  providing  for  the  care  of  a child,  those 
services  should  be  supplied  to  the  family  insofar  as  it 
is  reasonably  practicable  to  do  so  in  order  to  support 
the  family  unit  and  to  prevent  the  need  to  remove  the 
child  from  the  family;  and 

ii.  a child  should  be  removed  from  the  family  only  when 
other  less  intrusive  measures  are  not  sufficient  to 
protect  the  survival,  security,  or  development  of  the 
child. 

The  Native  child's  nuclear  and  extended  family  should  be  supported 
and  assisted  In  caring  for  children  who  may  need  protective 
services. 

In  the  case  of  the  extended  family,  this  means  the  extended  family 
as  defined  by  the  custom  of  the  child's  home  community,  e.g.  blood 
relatives,  relatives  by  marriage,  band  members  and  tribal  members. 
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The  home  community,  in  the  case  of  a Status  Indian  child,  means 
the  reserve  and  the  band.  In  the  case  of  the  Metis  and  Non-Status 
Indian  child,  it  means  a Metis  settlement  or  other  Native 
community,  e.g.  in  rural  or  urban  areas  where  Native  people  live 
as  a cultural  community. 

Community  resources  and  support  services  in  the  Native  community 
should  be  the  first  choice  In  assisting  a Native  family.  All 
services  should  be  culturally  appropriate,  and  the  family  and  the 
child  should  be  consulted  when  planning  for  the  care  of  an 
individual  child.  Service  providers  need  to  be  aware  of 
departmental  objectives  relating  to  Native  child  welfare,  and 
should  be  involved  as  part  of  the  overall  case-management  approach 
when  assisting  child  welfare  staff  with  Native  families. 

f.  Any  decision  concerning  the  removal  of  a child  from  the  child* s 
fair^ily  should  take  into  account: 

i.  the  benefits  to  the  child  of  maintaining  wherever 
possible , the  child's  familial , cultural , social  and 
religious  heritage; 

ii.  the  benefits  to  the  child  of  stability  and  continuity  of 
care  and  relationships ; 

Hi.  the  risks  to  the  child  if  the  child  remains  with  the 
family , is  removed  from  the  family  or  is  returned  to  the 
family;  and 

iv . the  merits  of  allowing  the  child  to  remain  with  the 
family  compared  to  the  merits  of  removing  the  child  from 
the  family. 

In  Native  communities,  the  establishment  of  a "child  welfare 
comrr.ittee"  or  equivalent  structure  should  be  considered  as  this 
approach  provides  an  opportunity  for  the  community  to  more 
formally  assist  in  making  decisions  regarding  Native  children  and 
their  families.  In  addition,  the  participation  of  the  Native 

community  provides,  an  opportunity  for  the  development  of  services 
to  support  children  and  their  families. 

g.  If  it  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  protection  of  a child  who  may 
be  in  need  of  protective  services ^ the  child's  family  should  be 
referred  to  community  resources  for  services  that  would  support 
and  preserve  the  family  end  prevent  the  need  for  any  other 
intervent  ion  under  this  Act. 

Where  a child  and  family  can  be  served  by  a community  resource, 
referral  should  be  made  to  those  community  resources  that 
understand  and  support  the  Native  culture. 

On-going  involvement  with  community  resources  should  be  promoted 
in  order  for  community  members  to  become  more  involved  in  the 
provision  of  services  to  their  children  and  families. 


- 6 - 


h.  Any  decision  concerning  the  placement  of  a child  outside  the 

child’s  family  should  take  into  account: 

i.  the  benefits  to  the  child  of  a placement  that  respects 

the  child's  familial,  cultural,  social  and  religious 
heritage; 

ii.  the  benefits  to  the  child  of  stability  and  continuity  of 
care  and  relationships; 

Hi.  the  benefits  to  the  child  of  a placement  within  or  as 

close  as  possible  to  the  child' s home  community ; 

iv . the  mental,  emotional  and  physical  needs  of  the  child 

and  the  child's  mental,  emotional  and  physical  stage  of 
development ; and 

r.  whether  or  not  the  proposed  placement  is  suitable  for 

the  child. 

While  a director  under  the  Child  Welfare  Act  maintains  legal 

responsibility  in  the  event  of  temporary  removal  of  a Native  child 
from  his/her  family,  the  child  shall  be  placed  in  alternate  care 
arrangements  in  accordance  with  the  following  priorities  as 
established  in  policy: 

i.  placement  with  extended  family  which  may  include  a 

step-parent,  siblings,  grandparent( s) , aunt,  uncle, 

cousin,  guardian,  person  in  loco  parentis  to  a child  and 
a spouse  or  common-law  spouse  of  any  of  these  persons. 

ii.  placement  in  the  local  community,  settlement,  or  home 

reserve  or  band. 

iii.  placement  in  resources  of  the  same  cultural  and 

spiritual  background,  placement  with  other  Native 

caregivers  of  the  same  linguistic  background. 

iv.  placement  with  other  Native  caregivers  of  the  same 

cultural  and  spiritual  background. 

V.  placement  in  resources  of  other  than  the  Native  child's 
ethnic  and  cultural  persuasion,  but  with  caregivers  who 
are  willing  and  capable  to  ensure  the  child  will  retain 
contact  with  persons  of  the  child's  Native  culture  and 
beliefs  to  maintain  the  child's  heritage. 

In  situations  where  a child  must  be  removed  from  one  alternate 
care  arrangement  to  another,  the  same  placement  priorities  should 
apply. 

Prior  to  making  a placement  decision,  consultation  with  the  child, 
parents,  caregivers  and  others  should  occur. 
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Initiatives  should  be  undertaken  with  Native  communities  to 
provide  adequate  resources  to  minimize  the  impact  on  children  who 
cannot  remain  in  the  care  of  their  family. 

2.  The  provision  of  protective  services  is  intended  to  remedy  or 
alleviate  the  condition  that  caused  the  child  to  be  in  need  of 
protective  services. 

As  in  all  child  protective  interventions,  it  is  important  to 
consider  causal  factors  when  providing  services  to  Native 
families.  Typical  assumptions  regarding  causal  factors  may  not  be 
valid  in  the  context  of  the  Native  culture.  Again,  an 

understanding  of  the  Native  culture,  and  assistance  from  the  local 
Native  people  in  identifying  causes  of  family  problems,  are  of 
primary  importance. 

J.  If  a child  is  being  provided  vith  cere  under  this  Act,  the  child 
should  be  provided  u'ith  a level  of  care  that  is  adequate  to  meet 
the  needs  of  the  child  and  consistent  with  community  standards  and 
available  resources . 

The  level  of  care  and  services  provided  to  a Native  child  should 
be  determined  within  the  context  of  the  child's  Native  community. 

A community  child  welfare  advisory  committee  provides  an 

opportunity  for  a Native  community  to  determine  community 
standards  and  promote  appropriate  resources.  Such  a committee 
could  advise  and  inform  a child  welfare  worker  on  particular  case 
decisions. 

k.  If  a child  is  being  provided  with  care  under  this  Act,  a plan  for 

the  care  of  the  child  should  be  developed  that  will  address  the 
child's  need  for  stability  and  continuity  of  care  and 

relationships . 

The  plan  of  care  should  be  developed  in  the  context  of  the  Native 
child's  culture  and  ensure  that  it  enables  the  child  to  remain  in 
or  return  to  his/her  cultural  environment  where  1t  is  in  the 
interests  of  the  child.  It  is  important  to  develop  a case  plan  in 
close  consultation  with  the  child's  family  and  native  community 
service  providers.  The-  child's  need  for  stability  and  continuity 
of  care  and  relationships  needs  to  be  determined  in  the  context  of 
the  child's  local  culture. 

l.  A person  who  assumes  responsibility  for  the  care  of  a child  under 
this  Act  should  endeavour  to  make  the  child  aware  of  the  child's 
familial , cultural,  social  and  religious  heritage. 

The  Native  child's  familial,  cultural,  social  and  spiritual 
heritage  should  be  explained  to  the  child  from  early  years 
onwards.  Children  should  be  provided  with  an  opportunity  to 
attend  cultural  activities  traditionally  experienced  by  Natives. 
Caregivers  of  Native  children  should  respect  and  be  skilled  in 
assisting  the  preservation  of  the  Native  child's  heritage. 


- 8 - 


m.  There  should  be  no  unreasonable  delay  in  making  or  implementing  a 
decision  affecting  a child. 

In  the  design  and  delivery  of  services  to  Native  children  and 
families  this  matter  needs  to  be  considered.  Even  though 
consultation  is  of  prime  importance,  all  parties  should  work 
together  to  ensure  no  unreasonable  delay  in  making  decisions 
affecting  children. 

III.  PRELIMINARY  INTERVENTION 


Preliminary  intervention  services  provide  an  opportunity  for  both  the 
department  and  Native  community  to  respond  to  the  needs  of  children  and 
families  and,  hopefully,  to  prevent  further  intervention  under  the 
Child  Welfare  Act.  It  is  important  that  staff  encourage  and  support 
the  development  and  utilization  of  Native  programs  that  specifically 
address  the  particular  cultural  needs  of  Native  children.  Inter- 
ventions which  are  culturally  appropriate  should  be  considered, 
whenever  possible,  to  ensure  the  least  amount  of  intrusion  into  Native 
fami lies. 

A.  NATIVE  FAMILY  RECOGNITION 

Regional  and  district  office  staff  should  continue  to  develop 
a knowledge  base  of  how,  in  each  community,  the  Native  family 
can  best  be  recognized  and  supported. 

The  Native  extended  family  support  system  should  be 
recognized  and  used,  where  possible,  as  an  important  resource 
in  assisting  family  workers. 

B.  BAND/COMMUNITY  RECOGNITION 

Regions,  district  offices  and  child  care  resources  should 
develop  working  relationships  with  Indian  bands  (with  the 
chief,  council,  and/or  designates),  and  with  the  leaders  of 
Non-Status  and  Metis  communities  (e.g.  with  the  Metis 
Settlements  and  with  Metis  groups/associations  in  rural  and 
urban  communities). 

Each  region  and  district  office  should  maintain  an  inventory 
of  Native  contact  persons  and  resources  to  assist  child 
welfare  staff. 

Community  resources  for  Native  families  should  include 
services  provided  or  recommended  by  Indian  bands  or  by  Native 
agencies  or  organizations. 

When  investigating  reports  that  a child  may  be  in  need  of 
protective  services,  child  welfare  workers  should  collaborate 
closely  with  Indian  band  staff.  Advice  from  the  chief, 
council,  band  staff,  elders  and  child  welfare  committees 
should  be  carefully  considered  in  the  consultation  process 
and  in  case  planning.  Where  disagreements  occur,  conflict 
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resolution  is  encouraged  with  the  options  of  administrative 
review  and/or  appeal  in  appropriate  circumstances. 

The  investigative  process  should  make  use,  in  appropriate 
circumstances,  of  local  community  services. 

When  an  Indian  child  Is  not  a resident  of  a reserve,  it  is 
still  possible  that  the  band  can  be  of  assistance.  The  band, 
or  off-reserve  contacts  (individuals,  organizations  and 
associations)  may  be  be  able  to  assist  in  a number  of  areas, 
e.g.  locating  missing  parents,  suggesting  placements,  etc. 

It  is  recognized  that  a child's  guardian,  in  cases  of  Indian 
children  off-reserve,  may  withhold  consent  to  consult  with  a 
chief,  council  or  designate  as  outlined  in  section  73  of  the 
Act.  This  withholding  of  consent  must  be  respected,  but-' 
guardians  in  these  circumstances  should  be  made  aware  of 
other  resources  available  to  Native  people. 

C.  CULTURAL  RECOGNITION 

When  intervening  with  Native  families,  child  welfare  staff 
should  be  aware  of  the  differences  between  Native  culture  and 
that  of  non-Native  communities.  As  a general  rule,  staff 
should  work  closely  with  local  Native  resources  to  ensure  an 
appropriate  awareness  of  local  Native  culture. 

It  is  preferable  that  a person  appointed  under  Section  6(1) 
for  the  purpose  of  providing  emergency  care  for  a Native 
child  be  a member  of  the  child's  extended  family  or  a person 
known  to  the  child.  If  neither  is  possible,  the  person 
appointed  should  be  from  the  same  Native  cultural  background 
as  the  child.  It  should  be  noted  that  emergency  care-giving 
under  this  section  of  the  Act  must  be  provided  in  the 
residence  in  which  the  child  was  found  (presumably  the 
child's  home) . 

IV.  AGREEMENTS 

The  Child  Welfare  Act  provides  for  services  to  be  obtained  by  families 
or  family  members  through  the  use  of  agreements.  These  agreements  are 
in  keeping  with  the  Act's  philosophy  of  “minimal  intrusion"  as  court 
intervention  is  not  required  to  finalize  the  agreement.  Whenever 
possible,  agreements  should  be  used  with  Native  families,  as  with  all 
families,  in  providing  service. 

Particular  emphasis  should  be  placed  on  ensuring  that  the  guardian  or 
child  understands  and  agrees  to  the  terms  of  the  agreement  and  that  the 
child's  extended  family  and  community  are  involved  when  appropriate. 
The  concept  of  formal,  signed  agreements  can  be  foreign  to  some  Native 
families;  therefore,  staff  should  take  the  time  necessary  to  ensure  the 
Native  family  clearly  understands  agreements. 
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A.  NATIVE  FAMILY  RECOGNITION 

When  an  aoreement  is  being  entered  into  with  a Native 
guardian,  the  guardian  should  be  made  fully  aware  of  all 
aspects  of  the  agreement  and  participate  in  the  planning  of 
the  services.  As  terms  of  the  agreement  need  to  be  fully 
understood,  the  use  of  a Native  interpreter  might  be 
necessary. 

When  placement  of  a child  is  being  planned  under  an 
agreement,  priority  placement  guidelines  should  be  followed 
and  the  placement  should  be  discussed  with  the  guardian. 

B.  BAND/COMMUNITY  RECOGNITION 

When  a permanent  guardianship  agreement  with  an  Indian 
guardian  is  being  considered,  and  the  child  involved  is  an 
Indian,  a member  of  a band  and  a resident  of  a reserve,  the 
respective  Indian  band  must  be  notified.  If  the  agreement  is 
completed,  band  representatives  should  be  involved  in 
developing  a permanent  plan  for  the  child. 

If  the  Indian  guardian  is  a member  of  a band  and  not  a 
resident  of  a reserve,  the  guardian  must  consent  to 
consultation  with  the  band  prior  to  the  taking  of  an 
agreement.  If  consent  is  withheld,  and  t.e  agreement  taken, 
the  child  will  be  registered  as  a Treaty  Indian  by  the 

Department  if  he  or  she  is  entitled  to  registration. 
Consequently,  the  band  will  become  aware  of  the  agreement 
and,  in  this  instance,  should  also  be  involved  in  the 

development  of  permanent  plans  for  the  child. 

C.  CULTURAL  RECOGNITION 

The  Child  Welfare  Act  and  departmental  policy  reflect  the 

department's  recognition  of  culture  in  planning  for  Indian 
children.  As  well,  it  is  acknowledged  that  there  is  a need 
to  increase  awareness  of  Native  culture  among  staff  in  order 
to  more  appropriately  serve  Native  people. 

V.  COURT  ORDERS 

Under  the  new  Child  Welfare  Act,  there  are  a number  of  changes  in  Court 
procedures.  It  is  important  that  Natives  be  provided  with  information 
to  assist  them  in  preparing  for  the  experience  of  appearing  in  Court. 
The  short  time  afforded  between  certain  events  occurring  and  the 

subsequent  required  Court  hearing  requires  that  expedient  consultation 
occur  with  families,  bands,  agencies  and  others. 

The  Court  process  may  be  a very  traumatic  experience  for  Native 
children  and  families  and  efforts  should  be  undertaken  to  support  these 
individuals  or  take  measures  to  see  that  appropriate  support  is 
available  from  the  Native  community. 
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A.  NATIVE  FAMILY  RECOGNITION 

Should  a Native  parent  or  child  require  an  advocate  (e.g.  a 
Native  spokesman  or  a solicitor),  assistance  should  be 
provided  to  facilitate  such  representation.  This  might 

include  the  use  of  Native  interpreters. 

If  a Native  child  is  under  temporary  guardianship,  the 
child's  parents  should  be  involved  in  the  decision-making 
process  with  the  child  welfare  worker  and  the  Regional 
Children' s Guardian. 

B.  BAND/COKMUNITY  RECOGNITION 

If  a child  welfare  worker  is  Intending  to  apply  for  a 
supervision  order  or  a temporary  or  permanent  guardianship 
order,  and  a child  is  an  Indian,  a member  of  a band  and  a 
resident  of  a reserve,  consultation  must  occur  with  the  band. 
The  inclusion  of  this  requirement  in  legislation  reflects  the 
right  of  the  band  to  be  involved  in  decision-making  and 
planning  for  its  own  children. 

Insofar  as  the  Non-Status  Indian  or  Metis  child  is  concerned, 
the  child  welfare  worker  should  work  with  the  Native  family 

and,  with  the  consent  of  the  family,  involve  appropriate 

Native  agencies  and/or  extended  family. 

When  the  Native  child's  parents  cannot  be  located,  attempts 
should  be  made  to  locate  members  of  the  extended  family  of 

the  Native  child  to  assist  in  the  development  of  plans  for 

the  child. 

The  child  welfare  worker  should  consider  the  use  of  Native 

persons  in  the  professional  community  in  determining  whether 
the  child's  survival,  security  or  development  is  endangered. 

Standards  of  child  care  should  be  compatible  with  community 
standards  prevailing  within  the  applicable  Native  community. 

Local  child  welfare  committees  should  be  considered  an 
important  resource-  for  case  planning.  Committee  members  and 
community  leaders  can  provide  valuable  assistance  to  the 
child  welfare  worker.  Where  there  is  a person  who  has  an 

interest  in  the  particular  child  before  the  Court,  this 
individual  may  request  permission  of  the  Court  to  appear  and 
make  representation. 

In  the  event  a court  appoints  a joint  guardian  for  a Native 
child  under  Section  34,  the  chief  and  council  of  the  Indian 
band  should  be  notified.  Involvement  of  an  appropriate 

Native  agency  and/or  persons  should  be  considered  in  the  case 
of  a Non-Status  Indian  or  Metis  child. 
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Wnen  a Native  child  dies  while  under  temporary  or  permanent 
guardianship,  all  members  of  the  child's  immediate  family 
need  to  be  notified.  (A  Native  child  in  care  must  also  be 
notified  in  the  event  of  death  in  the  immediate  family.)  If 
a Status  Indian  child  dies,  Indian  and  Northern  Affairs 
Canada  need  to  be  notified.  The  child's  family  and  cultural 
community  should  be  involved  in  the  burial  arrangements. 

Familial,  cultural  and  spiritual  customs  should  be  respected. 

c.  cultural  recognition 

Wnen  a supervision  order  is  being  administered,  the 
supervising  party  (which  need  not  be  the  child  welfare 
worker)  should  take  into  account  the  family's  culture  and 
community  customs,  local  problems  and  resources.  If  the 
person  supervising  is  not  a child  welfare  worker,  a director 
must  formally  sub-delegate  the  responsibility  for  supervision 
cf  the  child  within  his/her  family. 

The  Native  culture  and  the  Native  community  resources  should 
be  utilized  as  much  as  possible  In  all  aspects  of  care 

provided  to  a Native  child  when  under  supervision  or  in 

temporary  or  permanent  guardianship. 

VI.  SECURE  TREATMENT 

Secure  treatment  services  are  one  of  the  most  intrusive  forms  of 
intervention  into  the  lives  of  children  under  the  Child  Welfare  Act. 
While  secure  treatment  may  be  essential  for  some  Native  children,  the 
decision  to  confine  a Native  child  should  be  made  only  after 

considering  the  potential  impact  on  the  child  who  may  be  separated  from 
his  Native  community  and  culture. 

A.  NATIVE  FAMILY  RECOGNITION 

When  a Native  child  requires  secure  treatment,  the  child's 
parents  and  the  child  should  be  involved,  as  much  as 
possible,  in  the  planning  leading  to  admission  and  treatment. 

Residential  staff  should  enhance  their  skills  and  sensitivity 
in  providing  treatment  to  Native  children  In  keeping  with 
cultural  milieu  and  customs. 

B.  BAND/COMMUNITY  RECOGNITION 

Secure  treatment  for  Native  children  should  occur  as  close  as 
possible  to  the  child's  family  and  community,  and  his/her 
family  (including  extended  family)  and  the  community  should 
remain  involved  in  the  treatment  of  the  Native  child. 
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C.  CULTURAL  RECOGNITION 

Secure  treatment  should  be  made  as  culturally  appropriate  as 
possible  in.  relation  to  the  individual  Native  child.  This 
could  include  the  ongoing  review  of  treatment  plans  and 
programs  in  consultation  with  local  Native  associations, 
communities  or  agencies., 

VII.  PRIVATE  GUARDIANSHIP 


The  provisions  for  private  guardianship  orders  were  developed,  in  part, 
to  respond  to  the  desire  pf  many  Native  families  to  secure  guardianship 
of  a child  other  than  through  an  adoption.  In  this  respect,  private 
guardianship  orders  may  be  viewed  as  a form  of  ‘‘custom  adoption"  and 
may  be  viewed  this  way  when  discussed  with  Native  children  and 
families. 

A.  NATIVE  FAMILY  RECOGNITION 

In  the  process  of  the  court  proceedings,  the  child's  family 
might  be  in  need  of  legal  representation,  an  interpreter  or  a 
"qualified  person"  to  complete  a home  study.  The  lack  of 
financial  resources  on  the  part  of  a Native  family  should  not 
stand  in  the  way  of  an  application  for  private  guardianship 
in  the  interest  of  a Native  child.  Should  lack  of  financial 
resources  prove  to  be  an  impediment,  referral  to  appropriate 
agencies  (e.g.  a Native  counselling  service)  should  be  made 
on  behalf  of  the  Native  family. 

B.  BAND/COMMUNTTY  RECOGNITION 

When  a Native  child  is  the  subject  of  a permanent 
guardianship  order,  and  an  application  for  private 
guardianship  is  being  considered  or  made,  the  Indian  band 
must  be  consulted.  In  other  situations,  where  the  child  is 
not  an  Indian,  the  appropriate  community  or  agency  should  be 
consulted  providi ng  that  the  appl icant  and  the  child  (if  12 
years  of  age  or  over)  consents  to  this  consultation. 

Indian  bands  or  Native  agencies  where  appropriate,  should  be 
advised  of  private  guardianship  provisions  in  the  legislation 
and  should  be  encouraged  to  share  the  Information  with  Native 
families  who  could  be  interested  in  the  program. 

C.  CULTURAL  RECOGNITION 

Whenever  possible,  "qualified  persons"  should  be  of  Native 
ancestry  or  be  knowledgeable  of  the  Native  culture  and  its 
importance  in  the  development  of  the  child  when  the  child 
subject  to  the  application  is  of  Native  background. 

The  definition  of  "qualified  persons"  as  set  out  in  the  Act 
and  Regulations  allows  for  reports  to  be  completed  by  Native 
resource  people,  e.g.  band  or  settlement  staff,  Native 
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counsellors,  elders,  child  welfare  committee  members,  Native 
agency  staff. 

Reports  submitted  to  court  regarding  private  guardianship 
applications  of  Native  children  should  include  comments 

regarding  the  applicant's  ability  and  willingness  to  ensure 
that  the  child  maintain  his/her  cultural  heritage. 

VIII.  ADOPTION 

The  effect  of  an  adoption  order  is  that  the  adopted  child  becomes  the 
child  of  the  adoptive  parents  as  though  born  to  them.  Options  to  an 

adoption,  such  as  a private  guardianship  order,  may  be  more  appropriate 
in  planning  for  some  Native  children.  Staff  should  become  aware  of  the 
practice  of  custom  adoption  in  the  Native  culture.  An  adoption  order 
does  not  affect  a child's  Indian  status;  therefore,  the  rights  and 

privileges  of  these  children  are  to  be  protected  by  their  adoptive 
parents . 

A.  NATIVE  FAMILY  RECOGNITION 

Adoption  may  be  a resource  in  the  Native  community  in 

relationship  to  placement  with  the  extended  family.  Other 
programs  such  as  Child  Out  of  Parental  Home  Program  (Indian 
Affairs)  benefits  or  Guardian  Social  Allowance  Program 
benefits  might  also  be  a similar  resource.  In  considering 
these  options,  lack  of  finances  should  not  become  an 
impediment  in  permanency  planning  for  a Native  child. 

The  provisions  of  the  Post  Adoption  Registry  should  be 
communicated  to  the  native  community  and  agencies. 

B.  BAND/COMMUNITY  RECOGNITION 

When  adoption  is  being  considered  as  part  of  the  case  plan, 
the  Indian  chief,  council  or  designate  should  be  notified  and 
consulted  in  the  development  of  the  case  plan. 

- The  priority  placement  guidelines  should  be  respected  and 
applied. 

C.  CULTURAL  RECOGNITION 

The  priority  placement  guidelines  should  be  applied  in 
adoption  planning  for  a Native  child.  As  adoption  is  a less 
preferred  form  of  care  in  some  Native  communities, 

alternatives  such  as  private  guardianship  or  joint 
guardianship  should  be  explored. 

In  completing  adoption  home  studies  for  Native  children, 
comment  should  be  made  regarding  the  applicants'  ability  and 
willingness  to  ensure  that  the  child  maintains  his/her 
cultural  heritage. 
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Staff  of  the  department  have  an  important  obligation  to 
remind  adoptive  parents  of  their  responsibility  to  advise  an 
adopted  child  of  his/her  status  as  an  Indian  and  to  assist 
the  child  in  exercising  his  rights  in  that  regard. 

IX.  GENERAL 

The  following  provisions  of  the  Child  Welfare  Act  require  that,  when 
applied  to  Native  children  and  families,  consideration  be  given  to  the 
particular  culture  of  the  Native  community  and  opportunities  for 
utilization  of  Native  community  resources  be  promoted. 

A.  HANDICAPPED  CHILD 

Prior  to  entering  Into  a Handicapped  Children's  Service 
Ao’^eement  for  children  on  reserves,  1t  Is  advisable  that 
consultation  take  place  with  federal  health  services  to 
estcL^Uh  case  plans  and  services  for  the  Indian  child.  Case 
plans  should  support  Native  families  in  the  provision  of  care 
to  a handicapped  child  whether  the  child  be  on  or  off  a 
reserve . 

In  the  event  the  Native  child  needs  to  be  placed  outside  the 
family  home,  the  placement  priority  guidelines  should  be 
applied  where  possible. 

Consideration  should  be  given  to  delegate  duties  and 
functions  to  Native  agencies  for  the  development  and  delivery 
of  services  under  this  program. 

B.  CONSULTATION 

To  ensure  continuity  and  reliability  in  consultation 
activities  with  an  Indian  band  regarding  specific  cases,  it 
is  important  to  negotiate  the  designation  of  a band  contact 
person . 

C.  COURT  PROCEEDINGS 

The  parties  to  a Court  hearing  are  identified  in  the  Act, 
i.e.  the  child,  the  guardian  of  the  child,  a director,  and  in 
the  case  of  certain  applications,  the  applicant.  Foster 
parents  or  other  caretakers  who  have  had  six  months  of 
continuous  care  may  make  representation  to  the  Court.  Other 
persons,  with  the  consent  of  the  Court,  may  appear  and  make 
representation  to  the  Court.  (This  may  be  , members  of  the 
Native  community  or  a chief.)  This  is  a significant 
provision  in  the  interest  of  the  Native  child.  The  use  of 
Native  resources  and  representatives  should  be  considered  and 
explored. 

It  is  advisable  that  the  department's  interpretation  of 
evidence  be  viewed  within  the  context  of  the  Native  community 
and  its  cultural  values  and  customs. 
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D.  MAINTENANCE 

The  enforcement  of  maintenance  in  relationship  to  the  Native 
family  requires  considerable  attention  in  the 
regional/district  offices  in  order  to  balance  the  spirit  of 
the  legislation  with  Native  cultural  values  and  the  ability 
of  Native  guardians  to  contribute  to  the  care  of  their 
children . 

E.  APPEALS 

During  administrative  reviews,  deliberation  should  take  into 
account  the  cultural  background  of  the  child  and  family. 
Consideration  should  be  given  for  the  appellant  to  be 
represented  and/or  supported  by  a chief,  member  of  the 
council,  or  Native  agency. 

Arrangements  should  be  made  for  interpreters  when  required  by 
Natives. 

F.  DELEGATION 

This  section  has  special  significance  as  it  provides  the 
authority  for  the  Minister  to  delegate  powers  and  duties 
(with  the  exception  of  those  stipulated  in  the  Act  as  not  to 
be  delegated)  to  any  person  or  government  for  any  purpose  in 
connection  with  the  administration  of  the  Act. 

Additionally,  this  section  allows  directors  appointed  under 
the  Act,  as  well  as  the  Children's  Guardian,  to  delegate  or 
sub-delegate  any  powers  or  duties  conferred  or  imposed  on 
them  to: 

a.  a person  employed  or  engaged  in  the  administration  of 
the  Act, 

b.  a foster  parent  in  respect  to  a particular  child,  or 

c.  any  person  who  is  providing  care  to  a child  in  respect 
of  that  child. 

Section  88  allows  the  Minister  or  a director  to  enter  into  an 
agreement  with  any  person  for  the  purpose  of  that  person 
providing  protective  services  to  a child  under  the  Act. 

Sections  87  and  88  are  critical  for  the  development  of  Native 
child  welfare  services  as  they  provide  the  authority  to  the 
Minister  and  other  parties  noted  to  delegate  authority  to 
exercise  powers  and  duties  resulting  from  the  Act,  and  to 
enter  into  agreements  with  Indian  bands,  tribal  councils. 
Metis  settlements.  Native  organizations  and  groups,  and 
Native  persons. 

When  the  Minister,  a director  or  the  Children's  Guardian 
delegates  responsibilities  it  becomes  binding  on  all  parties. 


Separate  from  these  Guidelines,  child  welfare  workers  will 
need  to  be  advised  of  the  pertinent  terms  of  r€ference  of 
child  welfare  agreements  with  Native  communities.  They 
should  also  be  aware  of  negotiations  which  may  result  in  an 
agreement . 

Section  94  allows  the  Minister  to  appoint  Individuals  as 
directors  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act.  This  would  allow  for 
the  appointment  of  directors  for  Native  child  welfare 
services  (tripartite  or  bilateral  agreements)  and  is 
relevant  to  the  results  of  other  authorities  which  can  be 
exercised  in  those  sections  of  the  Act. 

District  offices  should  be  aware  that  the  long  range 
objective  is  to  promote  the  development  of  child  welfare 

services  to  be  delivered  by  Native  agencies.  District  Office 
Managers  should  discuss  the  potential  for  any  of  these 
initiatives  with  Regional  Native  Advisors. 

G.  CONFIDENTIALITY  - INFORMATION  SHARING  (SECTION  91) 

The  provisions  of  the  Act,  including  Section  91  are  equally 

binding  on  departmental  staff  and  non-departmental  parties. 
The  provision  of  Section  91(l)(a)  through  (g)  apply  to  all 
Native  child  welfare  services.  For  the  purposes  of 
facilitating  immediate  consultation  with  Indian  bands,  bands 
should  designate  a person  for  the  purposes  of  Section 

91(l)(h)  which  provides  that  any  person  assisting  the 
Minister  in  the  administration  of  this  Act  may  receive 
confidential  information. 

Consultation  with  the  Native  community  under  Section  73  is 

required  regarding  specific  types  of  actions  involving  Native 
chi  1 dren . 

In  the  case  of  agreements  with  particular  Native  communities, 
specific  provisions  have  been  included  setting  out  the 
conditions  required  for  the  disclosing  of  information. 

RESIDENTIAL  AND  FOSTER  CARE 

The  decision  on  where  to  place  a child  who  cannot  reside  with  his/her 
family  is  very  significant  in  the  life  of  the  Native  child  and  attempts 
should  be  made  to  minimize  separation  from  the  child's  Native 
community.  Native  resources  should  be  promoted  which  enable  children 
in  need  of  protective  services  to  remain  in  their  home  communities  and 
in  contact  with  their  families. 

The  priority  placement  guidelines  should  be  respected  and  applied 
in  the  case  of  Native  children. 

Residential  and  family  support  staff  as  well  as  foster  parents 
should  facilitate  and  support  a close  working  relationship  with 
the  Native  child's  family  (including  extended  family)  and 
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community,  and  be  familiar  with  the  child's  Native  culture  and 
customs . 

Foster  parents  should  be  kept  aware  of  the  whereabouts  and 
circumstances  of  the  child's  parents  and  siblings,  and  should  be 
encouraged  to " faci 1 i tate  contact  with  the  child's  family,  where 
appropriate. 

Foster  care  standards  should  ^be  developed  between  the  Native 
communities  and  the  regional/district  offices  in  order  to  respect 
community  standards.  Where  resource  development  is  required  in 
crae’'  to  strengthen  the  community's  ability  to  provide  foster  care 
services,  the  region  should  work  with  Native  communities  in 
developing  such  resources. 

Prior  to  making  a foster  home  placement,  consideration  should  be 
given  to  the  foster  parents'  level  of  understanding  regarding  the 
Native  child's  cultural  background  and  value  system  as  well  as  the 
degree  of  willingness  and  capability  to  ensure  that  the  child 
maintains  contact  with  persons  of  his/her  culture  and  belief. 

Native  agencies,  bands  and  communities  should  be  encouraged  to 
develop  cultural  awareness  and  appreciation  programs  which  could 
be  accessed  by  Native  children  in  the  care  of  non-Native  foster 
homes,  and  departmental  staff. 

References  for  potential  Native  foster  parents  should  preferably 
be  obtained  from  one  of  the  following:  a chief,  band  council 
member,  band  designate,  band  staff  member.  Metis  settlement 
administrator,  council  member,  community  health  representative, 
Indian  and  Northern  Affairs  Canada  representative,  family  and/or 
extended  family  member,  agency  or  association  representative. 

All  references  should  be  checked  in  person.  In  the  case  of  foster 
parents  on  a reserve,  Indian  Child  Welfare  Committees  should 
review  the  applications  and  possibly  approve  the  applications. 
Consent  of  the  applicants  to  share  information  should  be  obtained 
prior  to  the  review  of  applications  by  these  committees. 

Native  communities  should  be  encouraged  to  establish  Native  foster 
parent  associations  at  the  local  level. 

Local  foster  parent  associations  should  be  encouraged  to  sponsor 
foster  parent  training  activities  regarding  Native  cultural 
awareness,  particularly  for  those  non-Native  foster  parents  caring 
for  Native  children. 

District  offices  should  encourage  • Native  agencies  or 
representatives  to  assist  in  providing  education  to  Native  people 
on  the  rights  and  responsibilities  of  parents  when  they  have 
children  in  care. 
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XI.  SERVICES  TO  NATIVE  CHILDREN  OFF  THE  RESERVES/SETTLEHENTS 

Departmental  staff  should  have  particular  sensitivity  to  children  off 
the  reserve  and  to  their  need  to  maintain  contact  with  their  Native 
culture.  Families  residing  off  reserves  and  caring  for  Native  children 
will  also  benefit  from  any  Native  services  which  would  assist  them  in 
benefiting  children  in  their  care. 

There  are  services  required  in  the  community  to  address  the  needs  of 
band  members  residing  outside  reserves  and  Native  communities.  These 
services  may  be  provided  by  existing  programs  or  developed  by  Native 
communities : 

Repatriation  Services  • to  bring  back  children  that  have  been  remove^ 

from  the  community; 

Outreach  Services  - to  help  adopted  children  and  other  children 

living  permanently  away  from  the  Native 

community  to  become  aware  of  their  Indian 
heritage; 

Access  Services  - to  ensure  access  by  band  members  living  off 

reserves  to  band  services. 

A.  REPATRIATION  SERVICES 

Indian  bands  and  Metis  communities  are  • expressing  a strong 
interest  in  finding  out  where  Native  children  are  who  were 
previously  taken  into  protective  care.  Regional/district  offices 
should  respond  to  this  interest  1n  a sensitive  and  helpful  manner 
especially  when  it  takes  the  form  of  a specific  request. 

Respective  child  welfare  agreements  spell  out  aspects  of 

information  sharing  but  relate  mainly  to  case  information 
concerning  residents  on  a reserve.  It  is  best,  when  dealing  with 
off-reserve  cases,  to  gather  responses  to  the  request  and  seek 
approval  for  its  release  as  required  under  section  91  of  the  Act. 

Where  Native  children  are  still  in  care  it  is  advisable,  on  an 
individual  basis  and  within  the  context  of  a case  plan,  to 
consider  the  feasibility  of  returning  children  to  parents  and/or 
the  extended  family,  as  well  as  the  possibility  of  the 
repatriation  of  a child  to  another  Native  caregiver. 

The  guidelines  noted  below  might  assist  in  that  process.  It  needs 
to  be  emphasized,  however,  that  this  consideration  should  be 
individualized  in  the  best  interest  of  each  individual  Native 
child. 

For  children  in  care  off  the  reserves,  a Native  community  care 
program  could  provide: 


research,  location,  assessment  and  case  planning; 
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representation  by  local  Native  agencies/resources  in 
Provincial  Court  for  transfer  of  children  to  care  in  a Native 
community; 

preparation  of  children  and  families  for  placement  of 
children  into  care  in  the  Native  community; 

provision  of  follow-up  support  and  assistance  to  children  and 
substitute  parents;  and/or 

provision  of  family  support  services,  where  applicable,  and 
thereby  facilitating  the  return  of  the  children  to  the  care 
of  their  parent(s). 

B.  OUTREACH  SERVICES 

For  children  who  have  been  adopted  into  homes  off-reserve  or  are 
permanently  residing  away  from  the  Native  community,  a community 
care  program  could  provide: 

a voluntary  contact  point  for  adoptive  parents  or  caregiver 
working  in  closer  contact  with  the  Native  community; 

an  orientation  for  adoptive  parents  or  caregivers  and 
children  to  the  heritage,  status  and  rights  of  Native 
chi Idren ; 

assistance  upon  request  to  adopted  children  reaching  eighteen 
years  of  age  to  register  as  status  Indians  if  they  have  not 
previously  been  registered; 

voluntary  reception  services  for  adopted  children  and  their 
adoptive  parents  visiting  in  the  Native  community; 

representation  in  Provincial  Court  for  the  transfer  of 
children  into  care  of  the  Native  community  when  a placement 
breaks  down  and  assistance  is  requested. 

C.  ACCESS  SERVICES 

For  families  living  off  the  reserve  or  away  from  their  Native 
community,  with  children  in  their  supervision,  or  care,  who 
require  assistance,  a Native  community  care  program  could  provide: 

intake,  assessment  and  case  planning; 

representation  in  Provincial  Court  for  transfer  of  the  case 
to  the  care  of  the  Native  agency/community; 

provision  of  family  support  services  or  child  care  service  by 
a Native  agency/community  according  to  the  approved  case 

plan. 
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XII.  GUIDELINES  FOR  CHILDREN  IN  PERMANENT  GUARDIANSHIP  IN  NONI-NATIVE  FOSTER 

ho^:e  placements 

While  the  requirements  for  the  placement  of  children  in  care  are 
intended  to  result  in  Native  children  being  placed  in  Native  resources, 
some  children  may  be  placed  1n  non-Native  foster  homes.  When  this 
happens  it  is  important  that  the  following  guidelines  be  applied  for 
the  purpose  of  protecting  the  child's  Native  heritage. 

A.  For  Registered  Indian  Children: 

Where  a child  has  not  developed  a strong  sense  of  belonging 
to  the  foster  family,  and  where  there  is  no  mutual  commitment 
to  a permanent  family  relationship,  notify  the  Indian  agency 
responsible  for  providing  services  to  the  child's  home 
reserve  and  request  assistance  in  identifying  permanent 
placement  resources  for  the  child. 

The  above  applies  where  the  original  home  reserve  can  be 
determined.  In  the  event  this  is  not  feasible,  notify  and 
collaborate  with  designated  persons/agencies  within 
recognized  Native  organizations  interested  in  child  welfare. 

Where  a child  has  developed  a strong  sense  of  belonging  to 
the  foster  family,  and  where  there  is  a mutual  commitment  to 
a permanent  family  relationship,  collaborate  with  the  Indian 
agency  responsible  for  providing  services  to  the  child's  home 
reserve  and  facilitate  a permanent  placement  with  the  foster 
parents  on  the  following  preferred  conditions: 

1.  Placement  of  the  child  for  adoption  with  the  foster 
parents  on  a basis  which  will  ensure  the  development  or 
maintenance  of  linkages  with  the  extended  family  and 
cultural  heritage. 

2.  Application  by  the  foster  parents  for  Private 

Guardianship  with  the  understanding  that  linkages  with 
the  extended  family  and  cultural  heritage  will  be 
developed  or  maintained. 

3.  Provision  of  foster  care  on  a permanent  basis  ensuring 
the  development  or  maintenance  of  linkages  with  the 
extended  family  and  cultural  heritage. 

B.  For  Non-Status  Indian  and  Metis  Children: 

Where  a child  has  not  developed  a strong  sense  of  belonging 
to  the  foster  family  and  where  there  is  £0  mutual  commitment 
to  a permanent  family  relationship,  notify  designated 
persons/agencies  within  recognized  Native  organizations  who 
may  have  a special  interest  in  child  welfare,  and  request 
assistance  in  identifying  permanent  placement  resources  for 
the  child. 
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Where  a child  has  developed  a strong  sense  of  belonging  to  a 
foster  family  and  where  there  is  a mutual  commitment  to  a 
permanent  family  relationship,  facilitate  a permanent 
placement  with  the  foster  parents  on  the  following  preferred 
conditions: 

1.  Placement  of  the  child  for  adoption  with  the  foster 

parents  on  the  basis  that  they  will  ensure  the 

development  or  maintenance  of  linkages  with  the  extended 
family  and  cultural  heritage. 

2.  Application  by  the  foster  parents  for  Private 

Guardianship  with  the  understanding  that  linkages  with 

the  extended  family  and  cultural  heritage  will  be 
developed  or  maintained. 

3.  Provision  of  foster  care  on  a permanent  basis  ensuring 
the  development  or  maintenance  of  linkages  with  the 
extended  family  and  cultural  heritage. 

XIII.  PROCEDURES  FOR  NATIVE  ADOPTEES  WHOSE  ADOPTION  PLACEMENT  HAS  BROKEN  DOWN 

Where  a transracial  adoption  of  a Native  child  has  broken  down,  and 
where  that  child  is  in  need  of  protective  services,  the  priority 
placement  guidelines  shall  be  applied. 

XIV.  OUT  OF  PROVINCE  AND  INTER-PROVINCIAL  PLACEMENT 

The  intent  of  the  Act,  policies  and  procedures,  and  these  guidelines, 
should  be  followed  when  Native  children  are  to  be  involved  in 
inter-provincial  placement. 

Ensure  validation  of  guardianship  status  from  other  jurisdictions  in 
Alberta  and  advise  Indian  agencies  and/or  designated  persons/agencies 
accordi  ngly'. 


